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Councillor wants traffic lights at intersection

Marc Venema

Traffic was backed up on Wallbridge-Loyalist Rd. Tuesday morning following a four-vehicle accident. The intersection has been the site of many accidents, causing 
one Quinte West Sidney Ward councillor to demand changes.As of press time, however, Belleville has not budgeted for the installation of traffic lights.

By Sam Normand

People are starting to take notice of what has 
been identified as a dangerous intersection 
after a recent accident at Wallbridge-Loyal-
ist Road and Moira Street West in Belleville.

A four-car pile-up Tuesday, Nov. 29 at 
the intersection saw one driver rescued by 
firefighters using the jaws-of-life. The ac-
cident occurred at approximately 10 a.m.

Quinte West Sidney Ward councillor 
Paul Kyte has been trying to get a set of 
traffic lights installed at the intersection, 
but Quinte West and the City of Belleville 
can’t agree on who should pay for what 
share of the project.

“We had the accident earlier this week; 
we had the accident last week, and with the 
oncoming winter there will be more,” said 
Kyte. “The problem isn’t so much the road 
design as it is the line of sight.

“Vehicles that are on the west Moira 
Street exit on Wallbridge-Loyalist Road 
can’t see the second vehicle coming 
straight through south on Wallbridge-Loy-
alist Road and what’s happening is they’re 
pulling out because they can’t see those 
cars. Of course a traffic light there would 
bring all those cars to a stop so people 
could navigate it safely.”

“I think it would be beneficial to have 
a set of lights there,” said Loyalist second-
year TV new media student Brittany 
Beebe. “It’s not too bad turning right, but 
when you want to turn left, it’s hard to 
know what’s coming over the hill. It would 
make everything more organized.”

Kyte has been especially vocal after the 
crash on Tuesday. 

“When you come around the bend it’s a 
sharp turn. When you’re waiting at the stop 
sign turning right onto Wallbridge-Loyalist 
Road you’re generally blocked by people 
turning left,” said Michelle Cochrane, a sec-
ond-year photojournalism student. “Some-
times you can’t see oncoming traffic when 
you’re about to turn right. I know I’ve been 
in a couple tight situations. I think it could 
definitely help to have a set of lights, but it’s 
kind of an awkward intersection for it.”

“The intersection itself isn’t danger-
ous,” says Steve Bolton, co-ordinator of 
radio broadcasting at the college. “People 
don’t pay attention to oncoming traffic — 

that’s the issue. Quite often I’ll see cars pull 
out in front of cars coming off down the 
bridge. They’ll pull out in front of oncom-
ing cars and cause a collision.” 

Bolton said traffic lights would help. 
“Of course people are going to run red 

lights too. You have collisions at inter-
sections with lights as well,” said Bolton. 
“I know the City of Quinte West has the 
money. They’re just waiting for Belleville 
to pony up the other half.”

According to Kyte, the only thing holding 

back the $180,000 set of lights is Belleville. 
Quinte West set aside $300,000 for the proj-

ect, which included $20,000 for a consultant’s 
report, with both cities splitting the cost.

At budget meetings earlier this week, 
however, Belleville city council said that 

it’s not being considered.
“We’ve got the money. We’re still waiting 

for Belleville to step up to the plate,” said 
Kyte. “Our staff says the intersection is a 
major problem. The consultant says there’s 
a major problem, so what’s the holdup?”

Weekend of ups and downs for Lancers
By Christine Hosler

It’s like a huge step forward only to fall 
down and roll down a hill backwards.

That’s how one Loyalist basketball play-
er described the weekend. The Lancers had 
two games this weekend. Saturday they 
faced Algonquin at home, and Sunday La 
Cité came to visit.

Saturday was a display of all the potential 
the Loyalist Lancers men’s basketball team 
has as they kept up momentum through-
out the whole game, beating Algonquin, 
the top team in the Eastern Region (and 
tied with Centennial) 72-63.

“The guys executed what we needed to 
execute and they played tough,” said Rich 
Whitfield, head coach for the men’s team.”

But apparently the high of beating a top-
ranked team wasn’t enough to carry Loyal-
ist over. The Lancers suffered a disappoint-
ing 73-71 loss to La Cité Sunday. La Cité is 
now 2-8, and the Lancers are 4-5 after the 
weekend.

 “We played great basketball against 
Algonquin and did all of the right things 
we needed to beat a top team,” said Lanc-
er Matt Miller. “Coming into the La Cité 

game we started out slow from warm up 
and played down to their level and didn’t 
execute near the end of the game and lost 
a tough one.”

The ladies also suffered a disappointing loss 
Saturday, falling 62-44 against Algonquin.

“We were disappointed that we lost by 
18 because we fought hard and played well 
for three quarters of the game,” said Ken 
Smith, assistant coach for the Lady Lanc-
ers. “It’s just that when you look at the 
score at the end you think, well, we just got 
kicked, but we didn’t.”

Smith said the girls got a little tired since 
only seven girls played the whole game. But 
he also says one player stood out for him.

“Samantha Goff had an outstanding 
game,” said Smith. “She’s been struggling 
a little bit offensively and today she con-
tributed 10 points. I thought she was just 
outstanding.”

Goff agrees that she’s getting her head 
back in the game.

“Just with each game find improvement 
and, getting more intense, more of an of-
fense threat than just a defensive player,” 
said Goff. “As a team we’re just playing 
more together.” 

By Taylor Renkema

Loyalist’s nursing students are getting 
ready for the real world.

Students in the Brock University/Loyal-
ist College collaborate Bachelor of Science 
in nursing program were in the college’s 
Link Lounge taking people’s blood pres-
sure on Monday, Dec. 5.

Students in this program take two years 
of registered nursing at Loyalist College, 
then move on for two more years at Brock 
University to get their degree.

Professor Elizabeth Edwards said a lot of 
people don’t realize they have poor blood 
pressure.

“It gets higher and higher and higher 
until they develop some kind of health 
problem, whether they feel unwell and 
look for treatment as to why, or somebody 
has a stroke,” she said.

The blood pressure clinic is mandatory 
in the nursing program. Edwards said it 
teaches students how to live with the basic 
essentials of nursing.

“The students take skills they have 
learned in lab all semester and they can 
practise them in an environment where 
they have to deal with people they don’t 
know, which is essentially what nursing is 
all about,” she said.

Brittney Sharpe is a first-year student in 
the program, and she said being a student 
can have a major impact on your blood 
pressure.

“Definitely from stress, from homework 
and assignments, not exercising enough 
and not eating a healthy diet,” she said.

Sharpe said she likes holding the clinic, 
because it’s their last chance to practise 
their work before the students move on to 
their clinical placement and have to work 
with actual patients.

“There are a lot of people who are afraid 
to find out their blood pressure,” she said. 
“So we hope that if they’re more aware of 
the consequences of high blood pressure 
or low blood pressure, they’ll be more con-
sistent with getting it checked.”

Edwards said low or high blood pressure 
can drastically affect a student’s ability to 
learn.

“Usually you’re fatigued and don’t have 
a lot of energy,” she said. “It becomes dif-
ficult to focus and you don’t process infor-
mation well.”

Edwards said students who drink cof-
fee or smoke are particularly vulnerable to 
higher blood pressure.

By Christine Hosler

Hastings and Prince Edward County has the highest rate 
of prenatal smoking in Ontario, and local health units are 
trying to do something about it.

“A lot of women find when they’re pregnant or have 
newborns they have new motivation to quit,” said Kristina 
Chadwick, a health promoter with the Hasting and Prince 
Edward Counties Health Unit.

According to the health unit, Hastings and Prince 
Edward counties have a 30 per cent prenatal smoking 
rate, which is double the provincial rate. Peterborough 
County also has a higher-than-average rate at 24 per 
cent.

Chadwick said the general population in the area also 
has a higher rate of smoking than average.

To find out what women need to help them quit, the 
health unit partnered with Echo: Improving Women’s 
Health in Ontario and held a clinic on Nov. 24. Nine 
women from the area participated in the workshop, where 
they brainstormed ideas about what they’d need to quit 
smoking.

“It’s a new idea, asking them what they want,” said 
Chadwick.

So far this year the Hasting and Prince Edward Coun-
ties Health Unit has had 84 referrals from the area for 
women who want help quitting. Numbers from the health 
unit show 23 per cent of women who stay in the program 
quit smoking, and 77 per cent cut down on how much 
they smoke.

“We want them to build their own program,” said 
Shelley Cleverly, director of knowledge translation at 

Echo. “The programs are unique, but based in the re-
search.”

Things like ongoing personalized support groups, avail-
ability of nicotine replacement products, feedback from 
health care professionals, incentives and alternative meth-
ods were all ideas the women came up with during the 
seminar.

“It’s actually a lifestyle change,” said Cleverly. “Women 
who smoke often have a social circle with other wom-
en or people who smoke. It’s a hard thing to walk away 
from.”

According to Chadwick, the health unit comes up with 
a policy brief out of the results from the session. It then 
sends it on to health-care providers, as well as the govern-
ment, hoping they’ll put what women have asked for into 
use.

By Matthew Kerr

A Belleville property owner recently cut 
down three acres of trees to make way for 
a new motel.

The clear cutting of trees would have 
needed a special permit in many Ontario 
municipalities, but not in Belleville.

The city doesn’t have a bylaw on tree re-
moval on private property unless it’s on the 
waterfront and likely won’t establish one 
soon, said Chuck Naphan who works for 

the City of Belleville public works depart-
ment.

“Belleville has one of the most heavily-
forested urban areas in Ontario; I can’t see 
in the future any kind of control over pri-
vate property,” said Naphan.

Marilyn Bucholtz, of the Lower Trent 
Conservation, said having trees in the 
community is important, but it’s up to each 
community to control them.

“They help with erosion control, flood 
protection, shading water bodies to sustain 

diversity and replenish air supply, but you 
have to let the municipalities keep doing 
what they are doing.”

In Quinte municipalities, a permit to re-
move trees is only required when they are 
located along the water’s edge.

Jennifer May-Anderson, who works for 
Quinte Conservation, said none of the mu-
nicipalities they serve have any tree bylaws.

Spencer Hutchison, an engineering and 
planning department official for Belleville, 
said the city has not had any thoughts or 

requests to enact such a bylaw.
Other cities in Eastern Ontario have 

bylaws preventing the removal of trees 
without a permit. Ottawa has a tree bylaw 
that prevents removing trees on both pri-
vate and city property. Kingston enacted 
a bylaw in 2007 that requires a permit to 
remove any trees within the city.

The Municipal Act of Ontario allows 
municipalities to pass bylaws regarding 
tree removal, but Belleville has not yet en-
acted any bylaws. 

Christine Hosler 

The tallest player on the court on Saturday was Algonquin’s Esmat Atem, listed 
as 6’7. Here Atem looks to get the ball around Loyalist players. The Lancers won 
the game 72-63 against Algonquin, but lost Sunday to La Cité.

You can cut your trees… there’s no Belleville bylaw against it
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