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Give us a heads-up! Email The Pioneer with your game schedules and scores at pioneer@loyalistc.on.ca

By Rachel Psutka

Belleville played host to some of the fast-
est youth on two blades this weekend as 
the Quinte Blades speed skating club held 
the season’s fourth Ontario Cup at Yard-
men Arena.

Competitors from across Ontario and 
as far as the United States took over the 
arena for two days to race on the short 
track for a chance to qualify for next 
month’s provincial championships in 
Kingston. It was the last of four qualify-
ing meets in which the young athletes 
could compete for a spot in the provin-
cials.

The Quinte Blades had five athletes in 

attendance for the meet: Helen Wismer, 
Maddison Wood, Ellie Anderson, Tristan 
Antoski, and Joshua Bateman. 

Wismer ended up sixth in the open 
female category, while Wood and An-
derson came in 16th and 19th respec-
tively in the juvenile female category. 
Amongst the boys, Bateman came 
eighth in juvenile and Antoski rounded 
out the group with a ninth-place finish 
in pre-midget.

Qualifying for the meet is an achieve-
ment in itself, according to coach Laura 
Woodall.

“Every athlete has their individual 
goals. Attending certain events, like be-
ing able to qualify for an Ontario Cup, is 
a goal for many athletes,” said Woodall. 
“Anyone here today has to have a certain 
time and ranking.”

Woodall is hoping her athletes make 
the cut to go to provincials.

“We expect that at least three of the 
skaters are high enough on the points 

list,” she said. 
With the season being well underway, 

Woodall praised the commitment of the 
skaters.

“The athletes are on ice three times a 
week, and that’s just their on-ice portion 
… A number of the athletes are also in-
volved in school sports, which gives them 
cross training,” Woodall said.

Several of the more competitive 
Quinte-area youth competing last week-
end have had excellent seasons.

“Ellie Anderson attended the mara-
thon skate in Ottawa on Jan. 14. She raced 
in the four-kilometre, 10-kilometre, and 
for fun entered the 21-kilometre, just to 
see how long she could keep up. She won 
the under-19 category, and she’s 14, in a 
race she wasn’t even going to enter,” said 
Woodall. 

“Another athlete, Josh Bateman, who 
is new to long-track, attended his first 
long-track competition last weekend in 
Ottawa and he won a silver medal in his 

age category. We can’t even train for long 
track because we skate inside an arena,” 
she noted.

As for the Belleville meet, Woodall said 
the venue is well-regarded among skaters.

“The city of Belleville is known for 
putting on a very good-quality event. The 
skaters like the ice at the Yardmen. It’s fast 
and they tend to really enjoy coming to 
race here.”

While the five athletes competing this 
weekend were holding their own and 
competing in A and B finals, the Quinte 
Blades is also host to a large contingent 
of both masters and young skaters who 
didn’t have categories to compete in at 
this event.

“That’s unique to the sport of speed 
skating, I think,” said Woodall. “These 
young people that are racing today also 
train with all the masters. It brings a 
really different dynamic to training 
and you break down the barriers that 
way.” 

 

By Amielle Christopherson

About 40 youth with a passion for 7’s rug-
by tried out on Jan. 26 at Loyalist College 
for the privilege of playing for the provin-
cial team at the Ontario Summer Games. 

Among the group who showed up at 
the Sports Dome were Katie and Sara Svo-
boda, 17-year-old Grade 11 twins from 
Centennial High School. 

“It sets you on the fast track,” said Sara 
Svoboda as Katie rushes to add, “You 
know coaches from universities and col-
leges will be watching.” 

The sport is a newer version of tradi-
tional rugby, with seven instead of 15 
players and a game time of 15 minutes 
(including halftime) instead of the usual 
80 minutes. It’s also the newest addition 
to the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Ja-
neiro.

Beth Bartz, who is the co-coach of the 
women’s team for eastern Ontario, as well 
as the rugby coach at Queen’s University 
confirms that kids who are accepted onto 
the provincial teams do have a better 
chance at hoping for that Olympic team. 

“There are coaches at these games, 
and kids start getting invited to summer 
camps, universities, and then the poten-
tial for Rio. 

“There’s a lot of talent in this area, and 
we know that,” said Bartz.

Each of the four regions in Ontario will 
select 125 athletes, for a total of 500. From 
that group, 192 will be selected, with 48 
from each region, half which will be male 
and female. They will then be formed into 
two teams of 12. 

“The tryout tonight was fantastic,” 
Bartz said enthusiastically. “We knew this 
was an area we wanted to come to. There 
are a lot of excellent coaches who put in a 
lot of time, and there are a lot of kids play-
ing a lot of sports.” 

She was also very positive about the 
chances that the girls who tried out would 

have. “I can say right now that there are 
athletes we’re interested in, especially for 
the girls side. There’s quite a few girls 
we’re definitely interested in.”  

The Svoboda girls are well-known in 
the area for their athletic abilities.  Be-
tween volleyball, soccer, hockey, track & 
field, cross country, and now rugby, the 
girls have tried almost everything there is 

to offer. 
Sara was on the provincial soccer team 

in Grade 8, while that summer, Katie 
made the all-star basketball team. Katie’s 
also been to OFSAA with track and field, 
and last summer, the twins both made the 
U-16 rugby provincial team. 

Their father, Paul, got them into sports 
and they’ve been doing rugby summer 

camps since Grade 5. Sports are definitely 
in their future and the thought of not be-
ing active is something that they don’t 
like.

Sara was out with a sprain for three 
weeks during hockey season and couldn’t 
wait to get back on the ice. 

“I always have to be doing something,” 
she said earnestly and then added after a 

moment with a smile, “We’ll be those peo-
ple playing rec tennis when they’re 50.”

Asked what being on this team would 
mean for them, both girls light up and 
start talking over each other a little faster. 

“Being on the Olympic team,” starts 
Sara, while Katie jumps in right over her.

“It’s on my dream list, it’s right up there. 
But now it’s reachable. “

Athletes get on rugby fast track

Photo by Amielle Christopherson

Sara (left) and Katie Svoboda recently tried out for the first Ontario Provincial rugby 7’s team. Last summer they both played with the U-16 provincial rugby 
team, the jersey for which they’re wearing. The Olympic dream of Rio de Janeiro seems a real possibility with the opportunities they’ve had this past year. 

By Rachel Psutka

It took nearly a month, but the Belleville 
Bulls have finally won their first game of 
the year.

They left it until the last second, but 
the Belleville Bulls managed to avoid a 
winless January after defeating the Sarnia 
Sting 5-4 in a shootout Saturday at Yard-
men Arena.

Despite being pummeled by shots dur-
ing the first period by the higher-ranked 
Sting, 16-year-old goaltender Charlie 
Graham managed to keep the puck at 
bay, leading to a couple of goose eggs on 
the board by the start of the second pe-
riod.

Less than two minutes into the second 
period, Sarnia’s Ludvig Rensfeldt got the 
scoring going on an odd-man rush. 

The Bulls finally managed to retaliate 
midway through the second period. A 
shot from Garrett Hooey rolled past the 
Sting’s goaltender, J.P. Anderson, who 
overbalanced and toppled at the wrong 
moment. 

The Bulls’ joy was short-lived, though, 
as the Sting snuck in another two goals in 
the next two minutes, courtesy of Rens-
feldt and Domenic Alberga getting one 
past a faltering Graham.

The Bulls pulled together and got one 
more past the Sting before the second 
period ended, thanks to the quick pass-
ing of Austen Brassard and the rebound-
grabbing Jordan Mayer.

A defensive diving play by the Bulls’ 
Jason Shaw at 22 seconds into the third 
led to Brendan Gaunce grabbing the 
puck and making a run to the Sting net, 
scoring only 10 seconds later to tie the 
game at 3-3. 

The third period continued with the 
Bulls peppering the Sting with shot after 
shot. The shot clock read 20-7 in favour 
of the Bulls at the end of the third, with 
four goals apiece. 

Graham’s goaltending efforts contin-
ued to impress, especially on a breakaway 
shot from Nail Yakupov. Fans roared as 
Graham raised his glove triumphantly.  

After a fruitless four-on-four overtime 
period, the Bulls faced a tense shootout 
with the Sting.

Sarnia’s first shooter, Craig Hottot, 
beat Graham with a hard shot and Bel-
leville’s Jordan Mayer mishandled the 
puck, leaving the Sting ahead by a goal. 

A combination of Graham’s quick ma-
neuvers and the accuracy of Gaunce and 
Joseph Cramarossa had fans in the Yard-
men raising the roof with their cheers as 
the Bulls won their first game of 2012 
with a final score of 5-4.

Another perk of the night for the fans: 
the game also featured a puck drop by 
Belleville native and new NHLer Andrew 
Shaw of the Chicago Blackhawks and 
Bulls alumnus P.K. Subban of the Mon-
treal Canadiens, who were both off for 
the all-star break. 

The re-energized Bulls get a bit of 
break and are next in action in Kitchener 
on Friday, Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m. They return 
to the Yardmen on Feb. 11 at 7:05 p.m. to 
face the Guelph Storm. 

After the recent win, the Bulls are 
now ninth in the eastern conference, just 
ahead of the Kingston Frontenacs.

Competitors take to ice at speedskating event
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 The Belleville Bulls celebrate a 5-4 victory after Bulls’ forward Joseph Cra-
marossa scored the winning goal against the Sarnia Sting in a shootout. The 
victory ended the Bulls’ 11-game losing streak.

By Tiffany McEwen

Pitted against both Algonquin Thun-
der and the La Cité Coyotes this past 
weekend, the Loyalist Lancers vol-
leyball teams have come out on top 
again.

The men’s team swept the weekend 
winning 3-2 against Algonquin on 
Saturday, ending the Ottawa-based 
team’s 14-game winning streak, and 
3-1 against La Cité on Sunday, bring-
ing their season record to 11 wins and 
four losses. 

The Lady Lancers lost their game 
Saturday against Algonquin 2-3, but 
brought it back on Sunday by beating 
La Cité 3-1, bringing their season re-
cord to 10 wins, five losses.

Men’s coach Dave Templar said his 
team has come to a realization this 
weekend, and stepped up their game.

“I think they played very well. We 
took a big step as a team this week-
end. I’ve sort of been waiting for them 
to do this, but I think they proved 
to themselves that when they decide 
to play as a team and they decide to 
maintain a level of intensity and ef-
fort and cut down on their errors, 
then it’s going to translate into forcing 
teams having to beat them, instead of 
beating themselves and giving away 
points. 

“When they allowed themselves the 
opportunities, they started to see the 
potential of what they can do when we 
eliminate those errors,” said Templar.

As for ending the Thunder’s win-
ning streak Templar said, “It’s always 
nice to play spoiler. At the same time, 
Algonquin’s probably still likely going 
to get first in the division, but it won’t 
be an undefeated first, which is nice.”

Templar said as long as his team 
keeps this up, they can win future key 
games. 

While the ladies brought in one 
win this weekend, their coach, Tony 
Clarke, said they played an OK game 
overall. 

“The ladies played an OK game... 
but they get too comfortable, and they 
lose focus.”

The Lancers will play their next 
game at Trent University on Feb. 1. 
The women will play at 6 p.m. and the 
men will play at 8 p.m. 
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