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Investigators from Ontario’s Special Investigations Unit inspect a pickup truck involved in a single vehicle collision at Bridge Street East near William Street on Oct. 13, that sent one man to hospital 
with non-life threatening injuries. The SIU is called to investigate incidents involving police where there has been death, serious injury or allegations of sexual assault. Belleville Police observed a 
stolen vehicle at about 3:55 a.m. Oct. 13, that refused to stop and was later located crashed into a tree along Bridge Street East. 
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Although it was raining and gloomy, Hazel Jacques (left) and Tony Wever, plus many other volunteers, took time out of their weekend Oct. 14 to help organize 
and collect nonperishables during the Gleaners Food Drive. 

By Kayleen Preston

As the rain cleared on the gloomy Sunday 
afternoon, the Gleaners Food Drive vol-
unteers and organizers happily grabbed 
their bags and prepared to head into the 
community to collect food. 

Susanne Quinlan, the director of 
operations at the Gleaners Food Bank, 
said she was excited to see the large 
amounts of food returning from the 
door-to-door collections. “I’ve never 
seen it this busy.” 

Although the Gleaners came a little 
short of their intended goal of 20 tons, 
they still successfully collected 18.5 
tons of food. The collected food will 
help keep the food bank’s shelves full 
for approximately the next four months.  

Going door-to-door, the volunteers 
covered a large majority of the Bel-
leville area collecting non-perishables 
from the community. These volunteers 
were transported around the Belleville 
area by city buses and volunteers who 
offered to drive groups in their vehi-
cles. 

For many volunteers, it was their first 
time, but there were also others who 
had been volunteering for the Gleaners 
for years. 

Jean Wever, well known by many at 
the Gleaners Food Bank, has been vol-
unteering on a weekly basis for approxi-
mately 25 years. However, there were 
also younger volunteers such as Caleb 
Henderson, who is four-and-a-half 
years old, who helped organize the food 
drive back at the Food Bank. 

“It’s great to do a good thing for 
people,” explained Hazel Jacques, who 
volunteered for the first time for the 
Gleaners Food Drive this past weekend. 

People who were taking the buses 
would be dropped off at the end of a 
street and would meet the bus at the 

other end of the street. Volunteers were 
given bags and were offered small carts 
to make it easier when collecting. 

Gleaners also worked with Exit Re-
alty who collected food in eight pick-up 
trucks along the West Park Village.

 At the end of the cloudy day, it was 
a great success for the Food Bank, and 
will brighten someone else’s day in the 

future. As Quinlan said, “Whether they 
like it or not, there’s more of us than 
rich people.”

Successful campaign
gathered 18.5 tons
of non-perishable foods

Breakfast served up for United Way

Gleaners volunteers  go door-to-door for collections

By Ian Brannan

The 16th annual pancake breakfast in 
support of the United Way of Quinte was 
held last Thursday, and it exceeded its 
fundraising goal by $1,000. 

This year, students and staff raised over 
$1,300, according to Kerry Lorimer, who 
is the manager of corporate communi-
cations and media relations for Loyalist 
College. Included in the fundraising for 

the day was a cheque that was presented 
to United Way of Quinte Executive Direc-
tor Judi Gilbert at 7:30 a.m.

Donations this year came in from 
across the community and included busi-
nesses such as Bib’s Meats, Findlay Foods, 
Reid’s Dairy, Club 213 and Aramark, who 
all donated something to the making of 
the food Thursday morning. At $3 per 
student and $5 for staff, breakfasts served 
consisted of two pancakes, two pieces of 

bacon and a choice of a cup of coffee, 
apple or orange juice.

“There’s been a steady stream, especial-
ly before classes start. It’s been great,” said 
Elysia Geen, public relations student and 
media relations intern for Loyalist about 
the numbers of students and faculty who 
came by to support this event. 

Alexander Smith, a work study student 
who also assisted Geen, explained that 
there were more than 30 people involved 

in the planning and execution of the event 
but it was mostly represented by the pub-
lic relations program who contributed the 
services of 20 of those volunteers.

Students seemed to be impressed by 
the food, like second-year culinary man-
agement student Tyanne Sim who said, 
“It’s really good. I usually don’t eat much 
in the morning, but I was craving pan-
cakes.”

Gilbert said the United Way was 

“thrilled at the success of the pancake 
breakfast” and explained that the money 
would be going towards the agency’s goal 
this year of $1.925 million.

The agency collects the money annu-
ally, and at the end of the year they accept 
applications from a variety of different 
agencies to help fund their different proj-
ects. Also supported by the United Way 
are 42 different community agencies and 
70 programs that include public transit 
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“I believe there’s a lot of life in a cemetery. I used to believe that when we die, lights out, that’s it. But I’ve seen so many cases that prove otherwise. Too much 
evidence that shows that no that’s not the end, something else happens,” says Patrick McDonald, founding member of the OPRS.

By Patrick Callbeck

“Your car… the engine needs some work,” 
Rose McDonald warned as I unlocked the 
passenger doors for her and her husband 
outside of the Tim Hortons in Picton, 
Ontario.

I didn’t know what to say. I had only 
known this pint-sized woman in wrap-
around sunglasses for 15 minutes and she 
already knew more about my car than I 
had cared to admit. 

“How did you know?” I said, as I cau-
tiously turned the ignition of my grungy 
Echo, hoping I could prove her wrong. “I 
could feel it,” she replied.

You wouldn’t know it to see them, they 
are older, quiet, and unassuming, but 
Rose and her husband Patrick McDon-
ald have a peculiar hobby. They are the 
founding members of a non-profit group 
called the Ontario Paranormal Research 
Society (OPRS). Together, along with a 
team of researchers, they travel around 
southeastern Ontario looking for signs of 
the afterlife and trying to help people get 
answers. 

As my car squealed awkwardly out of 
the parking lot, Patrick tried to explain 
that Rose has always had the ability to see 
things that others couldn’t, that wherever 
she goes, she senses things. 

“This isn’t the first time she’s felt this 
way about a car and she’s usually right. 
You should really get it checked out,” he 
finished.

Despite feeling unsure about my car all 
of a sudden, we drove down to the Pic-
ton Courthouse anyway. They wanted 
to show me the gallows where the only 
two men ever hanged in Prince Edward 
County met their end.  

Patrick explained that the two men 
were falsely accused of murder and that 
they were executed before they could 
have a proper trial.  As we peered through 
the gates into the courtyard where the 
gallows once stood, Patrick brought out 
a small plastic device that looked like a 
garage door opener covered with a rain-
bow of blinking LED lights. It is one of 
the tools he uses when they go on inves-
tigations. 

“It’s called an EMF reader, it senses 
changes in the electromagnetic field 
which can be a sign of paranormal activ-
ity,” he said. 

One of the men who were hanged 
at the Picton Courthouse was named 

George Lowder.
“With his last breath, he cursed the 

judges and said no grass would ever grow 
on his grave,” said Rose, pointing to an 
odd bare patch of sod in the middle of the 
courtyard. 

“He has since been moved to the Glen-
wood Cemetery, but the bare patch re-
mains,” she added.

Happy with the EMF readings and 
the audio recordings he collected at the 
courthouse, Patrick suggested we go to 
the Glenwood Cemetery to see if we 
could locate Lowder’s new home. 

They said goodbye to whoever might 
be there and we got back into my car.

To Rose and Patrick, the paranormal 
is nothing to fear. They talk about ghosts 
with as much adoration as they do their 

friends and neighbours. One of the rea-
sons Patrick founded OPRS is to help 
people understand the paranormal activ-
ity in their homes so they can get over the 
fear and move on. 

We arrived at Glenwood Cemetery and 
got out of the car without saying a word. 
Rolling hills littered with headstones cov-
ered the horizon. “If we could see them 
all, it would look like a crowd gathering 
for a Queen concert,” said Patrick about 
the spirits in the graveyard. He’s right 
about one thing, there are a lot of people 
buried at Glenwood. There are easily 
more graves here than there are living 
people in Picton. 

With the skill a bloodhound, Rose and 
Patrick tracked down Lowder’s grave. The 
headstone, if you could even call it that, 

lay in the middle of the woods, away from 
the rest of the nicely manicured graves. 
Far from the judges and lawyers that put 
him in the ground. 

With quiet reverence, Patrick and 
Rose, said hello and paid their respects to 
Mr. Lowder. Before they left, they tidied 
up his grave. The hastily chiseled head-
stone had obviously been neglected over 
the years and was in desperate need of 
some TLC. 

The same goes for the number of 
small stones scattered throughout the 
woods. 

Just as they had done with Mr. Lowder, 
Patrick and Rose walked through and 
removed branches from graves, cleaned 
some headstones, and took interest in the 
lives of people who had been long since 

dead.
I’ve been to a lot of cemeteries, but I’ve 

never experienced one this way before. 
As we walked among the headstones of 
people we’ve never met, Rose and Patrick 
seem to be hearing something, looking 
for something, waiting for something to 
happen. 

But, nothing happens, at least so far as 
I can tell.  

Maybe my hearing isn’t as good as I 
thought, maybe my eyes are too weak, or 
maybe nothing happened at all.

But at least they are listening and treat-
ing these people with the respect they de-
serve, living or dead.  

“Remember, ghosts were people too,” 
Patrick said.  “Cemeteries are very much 
alive,. 

Researchers on lookout for afterlife
Couple part of team
travelling around
southeastern Ontario
to help people find answers
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Capt. Jon Chicoine stands in the bridge of the Ontario Explorer, the Ministry of Natural Resources’ new research vessel, 
which was docked in Belleville’s Meyers Pier on Oct. 10. The public was invited on-board the ship for a question and 
answer period regarding the Bay of Quinte’s environmental challenges. 

By Samantha Quinn

About 30 people gathered at a financial 
office on North Front Street at 8 a.m. on 
Saturday to participate in the Belleville’s 
first Amazing Pace charity event to raise 
money for lung cancer. Previously the 
event has been organized in London, 
Stratford and Toronto.

The Amazing Pace was organized by 
The Ontario Lung Association to engage 
the community to encourage the Lung 
Action Plan to the provincial government 
to help those affected by lung cancer as 
well as other lung diseases.

Participants joined the competition 
as seven teams and were given eight 
Checkpoint Challenges that tested the 
teams mentally and physically. The tasks 
needed to be successfully completed be-
fore moving to the next one. Challenges 
included changing a tire, learning to tie 
several knots, solving a murder mystery 
and getting cars to “honk if they love 
lungs” while in a dragon costume. The 
teams had to cross the finish line on 
North Front Street in order to complete 
the race.

Jessica McDonnell, a woman from 

Trenton on the waitlist for a double lung 
transplant for the past 17 months, ad-
dressed the crowd through her fiancé 
Arthur Rosenplot because she was un-
able to speak for herself. She described 
each breath she takes is like “breathing 
through a straw.”

“We like to pretend that we have a 
normal life. We like to pretend that 
we are just like everyone else,” read 
Rosenplot. “Jessica spends a lot of her 
morning coughing and clearing her 
lungs and then taking the inhaled an-
tibiotics.”

Participants and volunteers had dif-
ferent reasons for attending the Amazing 
Pace, some for the community involve-
ment, raising money, the fun of the com-
petition and some because of personal 
experiences.

“My mother passed away 10 months 
ago from a severe case of lung cancer so 
I found this event appropriate to attend,” 
said Taris Lattanzio, a volunteer of the 
event.

The Lady Lungs was the winner of the 
four-person team and Beauty and the 
Beast was the winner of the two-person 
team.

By Anica James

It was a cold night for an award cer-
emony, as a group of local residents 
gathered at Meyer’s Pier on the back pa-
tio of the Pier Restaurant last Wednes-
day to watch as Manfred Koechlin 
was honoured with an award by the 
Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan 
(BQRAP). 

The event, simply titled State of the 
Bay, organized by Sarah Midlane-Jones 
of the BQRAP, was created to draw at-
tention to the environmental problems 
surrounding the Bay of Quinte, espe-
cially regarding pollution, and how 
volunteers can help to rehabilitate the 
bay. 

Koechlin, who was the third recipient 
of the Back to the Bay award, was rec-
ognized for his continuous help in re-

habilitating the damaged environment, 
and has been sailing on the local waters 
for over 40 years. 

The Bay of Quinte, which is known 
for being one of the most polluted bod-
ies of water in Ontario, has being slowly 
undergoing a “facelift” with the help of 
volunteers and BQRAP, trying to re-
voke the “area of concern” status. 

The event, which started at 3 p.m. 
with a tour of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources scientific exploration ves-
sel Ontario Explorer finished with the 
award ceremony and information ses-
sion from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

The captain of the ship, Jon Chicoine, 
drove the 65-foot steel boat, along with 
his crew, from Kingston earlier that day 
to attend the event and to discuss the 
importance of the scientific research 
that is conducted in Lake Ontario and 
its surrounding bodies of water. 

The Bay, which was the focus of 
Koechlin’s award and the event, has 
experienced significant improvements 
since it was considered one of the 10 ar-

eas of concern on the Canadian side of 
the Great Lakes in 1985. With the natu-
ral waterfront being damaged by pollut-
ants and misuse, the indigenous species 
of the region such as fish, birds and in-
sects were showing serious decline.

However, with programs designed 
to counteract habitat loss through both 
restoration and rehabilitation, the Bay 
now has over 800 hectares of wetland 
protected.  This has shown an increase 
in both fish population and specific 
species of water bugs, which indicates 
that water levels and water quality is 
improving in the Bay, thanks to the 
hard work of the BQRAP.

The Bay is now in the second stage 
of the remedial action plan, indicating 
that serious progress has been made 
since its inception in 1993, and is near-
ing the third stage which will have it re-
moved from the list of areas of concern 
in Ontario, according to the remedial 
action plan’s website. 

For more information visit http://
www.bqrap.ca 

Manfred Koechlin honoured
with Remedial Action Plan award

Bay of Quinte group
made special presentation
for his work in rehabilitation

Event helps Lung Association

By Mary Barber

Belleville city council’s planning com-
mittee turned down casino development 
for a potential property at the junction of 
Millennium Parkway and Highway 62 last 
week. 
    A location along Bell Boulevard has 
been approved and could house the gam-
ing facility.

On June 25, City Council held a vote to 
approve of a casino in the Belleville area. 
The original motion was approved by a 7 
to 1 vote.

Councillor Jodie Jenkins asked council 
to add a formal definition of ‘casino’ to 
the zoning permit that Tuesday evening.

“One of things I wanted to do is put a 
definition on the word casino, that says if 
a casino comes to our city it has to have 
a hotel, it has to have a banquet centre, 
it has to have a water park,” Jenkins said. 
“What we don’t want is just a building 
with slots.”

  The zoning approval at Millennium 
Drive was met with petitions from a lo-
cal church and local residents in the area, 
however most were far outside the radius 
for mandatory notification. 

John Halloran, a development repre-
sentative, plans to approach the Ontario 
Municipal Board to appeal the ruling. 

Despite concerns from local residents, 
the majority of city council members have 
confidence towards public acceptance of 
the casino plan. 

“We went through an extensive pub-
lic process, to allow people to respond,” 
said Councillor Jack Miller. “There was 
a public meeting at City Hall. Most were 
in favour. Surveys were sent in the Quinte 
West area. We held an online poll through 
CJBQ (Quinte Broadcasting Company). 
Everything we have points to public ac-
ceptance.” 

City council is resilient to cracking un-
der provincial government pressure, Jen-
kins said.

“We were put under tight timelines to 
come up with a decision that we wanted a 
casino in our community. I just didn’t feel 
that was right. 

“The provincial government put us under 
the hammer to get it done but further than 
that, I wasn’t buying the economic spin off.” 

He added that there are already a num-
ber of other gambling facilities in Ontario 
within 50 to 60 minutes of each other. He 
said he also thinks a casino could dimin-
ish the local economy.

 The Ontario Lottery and Gaming Cor-
poration has not made any decision about 
where or if a casino will be approved for 
Belleville or other cities. 

Location of casino development
continues to be a city battle
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Oshawa Generals defenceman Matt Petgrave upends Belleville Bulls centre Garrett Hooey during OHL action Saturday. The Bulls defeated the Generals 4-1 at home at the Yardmen Arena.

By Marta Iwanek 

Goalie Malcolm Subban proved once 
again to be the rock for the Belleville 
Bulls in Saturday night’s home game 
against the Oshawa Generals. 

The Bulls won 4-1, but it could’ve 
been a very different game without Sub-
ban’s 44 saves. 

“My job is to give our team a chance 

to win every night,” said Subban, leav-
ing no doubt in anyone’s mind why the 
Boston Bruins made him a first-round 
NHL draft pick. “I’m just happy that we 
came out on top and I just got to keep it 
up and be consistent.”

Saturday’s first period started off 
strong for the Bulls against the team 
ranked first in the Eastern Conference 
with a goal at 1:23 by captain Brendan 
Gaunce and assisted by centre Joseph 
Cramarossa and defenceman Brady Aus-
tin. It was a much different tone from the 
previous home game against the Gener-
als which saw the Bulls lose 5-2. 

The Bulls also faced the Generals on 
Oct. 8 and lost 4-3 in OT.

In the fourth minute of Saturday’s 
game, the Bulls scored a second goal 
on a power play against Generals 
goalie Ken Appleby in a clean tic-tac-
toe fashion which saw right winger 
Austen Brassard earn the point. The 
period was heated between players 
with plenty of checks and medleys, 
but were quickly shut down by refer-
ees. 

“We watched a lot of tape and we 
know how they play and we were just 
more prepared for them I feel,” said de-

fenceman Brady Austin, who had three 
assists in the game.

It was in the second period the Bulls 
hiccupped, letting the Generals out-
shoot them 17-4. However, despite 
their pressing in the offensive zone, the 
Generals’ persistence only paid off only 
once with a goal.   

“Yeah, it was a little rough for us, but 
we held on,” said Austin, adding that it 
was their fifth game in seven days so fa-
tigue may have played a role. 

“Malcolm stood in big for us and 
third period we came out strong, scored 
a quick goal and that kind of shut them 

down.”
The third period still saw the Gener-

als pressing, but it was the Bulls who 
scored once at 2:37 by left winger Daniil 
Zharkov, assisted by Austen and then in 
the last minute by left winger Michael 
Curtis on an empty net.

In the end the Bulls were outshot 27-
45.

The game was the Bulls third victory 
in a row and they have earned a nine 
out of possible 10 points in their last 
five games. 

Their next game is in Sault Ste Marie 
against the Greyhounds on Thursday. 

Bulls flying in early season win
Belleville goaltender
makes 44 saves
in 4-1 win against Oshawa

By Anica James

 “Rock and roll!”
Those three words echoed through 

the colourfully forested hills of Val-des-
Monts as a group of Loyalist College stu-
dents zipped their way from platform to 
platform across cables above trees and 
water in Outaouais, Quebec on Saturday. 

Organized by 
Cory Mestre, co-
ordinator of the fit-
ness facilities and 
campus recreation, 
students were in-
vited to sign up 
for a day-long ad-
venture of aerial 
obstacle courses, 
zip-lining and spe-
lunking at Aventure Laflèche, 30 min-
utes north of Ottawa. 

“This is by far one of the best adven-
ture parks to come to,” Mestre said, at-
taching the karabiners from his harness 
to the cable at the beginning of the ob-
stacle course. Gingerly moving across 
the wooden foot bridges suspended from 
trees, students followed him in unison 
while a few quickly attempted to control 
their fear of heights. 

“This is not cool! Not cool! I don’t 
want to look down but I keep doing it!” 
screamed Rachel Malcolm, who is cur-
rently in her first year studying culinary 
arts. After finishing the first obstacle, it 
was as if Malcolm had been treetop trek-
king her whole life, traversing the games 
with ease and screaming “Rock and 
roll!” louder than the rest of her peers at 
the end of each zip. 

Led by high ropes guide Tiska Fuci-
na, the group conquered 37 suspended 
bridges and 14 zip-lines, zipping over 
a lake, parking lot, and a valley in their 
four-hour session against a backdrop of 
beautiful fall foliage. 

Back on the ground, the group had 
a quick lunch break before heading off 
on an hour-long spelunking adventure 
through the Canadian Shield’s largest 
cave. Donning helmets equipped with 
headlamps, the group was lead through 
a dark, rocky tunnel where they encoun-
tered two different species of bats, as 
well as fascinating geological forma-
tions, before being led to a chamber sur-

rounded by pools of 
water. 

Heading from the 
lower level of the cave 
to the upper level, the 
group climbed the 
steep, 20-metre high 
metal staircase and 
followed the guide in 
a hunched-over line 
to the Nest Crawl pas-

sage. 
Huddled together in a somewhat 

claustrophobic manner, the guide asked 
everyone to turn off the light on their 
headlamps 
in order 
to experi-
ence “pitch 
black”. 

After a 
few min-
utes in the 
dark, the 
lights were 
s l o w l y 
turned back on, eyes readjusted, and the 
tour continued through the cool, damp 
cavern before ending with history about 
the discovery of the cave in the late 
1880s. 

The day was a great success and every 

student who participated claimed that 
they would like to return to Aventure 
Laflèche some day and discussed future 
outdoor education trips that they hope to 
take part in. 

Along with a few alumni, students 
who participated were: Anna Brown, 
photojournalism; Elisha Coleman, para-
legal; Corey DeBock-Earhart, pre-health 
science; Kirstie Delage, environmental 
technology; Jessie Greve, nursing; Anica 
James, photojournalism; Rachel Mal-

colm, culinary arts; Brittany 
Merling, pre-health science; 
Patrick Prusak, civil engi-
neering; Heather Pursifull, 
graphic design; Estelle Scott, 
biotechnology; Scott Tinsley, 
police foundations; and Ma-
son Tolhoek, civil engineer-
ing.

For more information on 
upcoming outdoor educa-

tion excursions and activities contact 
Cory Mestre at cmestre@loyalistc.
on.ca or check out the outdoor educa-
tion section on http://www.loyalist-
lancers.com 
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Scott Tinsley, second-year police foundations, climbs across an aerial obstacle course at Adventure Laflèche on Satur-
day as Cory Mestre, coordinator of fitness facilities and campus recreation, stood on the platform cheering him on. 
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A group of Loyalist College students huddle together in the Nest Crawl pas-
sage of the Laflèche Cave to learn about the caves geological importance.

Students enjoy
high-flying fun
at day-long adventure
in forested hills of Quebec 

‘This is not cool! Not 
cool! I don’t want to 
look down but I keep 
doing it!’
Culinary arts student Rachel Malcolm

‘This is by far one of the 
best adventure parks to 
come to.’
Campus recreation co-ordinator Cory 

Mestre

Zip-lining and
spelunking part
of day of activities


	oct16-pg1
	oct16-pg2
	oct16-pg3

