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Rana Newcombe, first-year recreation and leisure services student,  chats with Linda Van der Wel of Aon Inc. at the 
16th Annual Career Fair at Loyalist College. The fair hosted approximately 80 exhibitors today. 
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Mohammed Saleh looks out his store window and up at the Quinte Consolidated Courthouse on Bridge Street West Thursday. Saleh, owner and operator of 
Super Duper Confectionary for 38 years, said the construction of the courthouse is the most significant development in his neighborhood since opening.

Rob Howsam @stokerrob for his 
second win in the Instagram pic of 
the week contest with his photo of 
Riley Maracle celebrating a goal at the 
Loyalist College outdoor rink behind 
Kente building. To see all the Instagram 
submissions, search #Pioneerpics with 
your Instagram app. Deadline is each 
Tuesday by 5 p.m.

Instagram
Pic of the Week

By Patrick Callbeck

Downtown businesses might see a boom 
when the Quinte consolidated court-
house opens its doors in June 2013.

The courthouse, located on the cor-
ner of Bridge Street and Coleman Street, 
is expected to bring more traffic to local 
businesses in the area. The $247-million 
project pulls together three separate area 
courthouses into one location right across 
the river from the downtown core.

According to Joe Roberto, the Red Li-
on’s bartender and assistant manager, the 
Coleman Street restaurant has been in-
formed that the courthouse is expecting 
to see roughly 1,000 people frequent the 
building on a daily basis.

“We’re definitely hoping for an increase 
in business,” said Roberto. “We are hop-
ing to get 10% of that 1,000 people. That 
would mean 100 people coming our way. 
That would be fantastic.”

One of the biggest obstacles for down-
town businesses is finding a way to bring 
people downtown. Sarah Tummon, the 
executive director of the Belleville Down-
town Improvement Area (BDIA), said 
this could be the key to increasing sales 
for local businesses. 

“It will definitely have a positive im-
pact on downtown Belleville. There are 
going to be a lot of employees there that 
will be coming downtown, going to our 
restaurants and shopping on their lunch 
hours. It’s the really close proximity that 
will boost the economy downtown,” said 
Tummon.

Some people aren’t as optimistic. City 
councillor Jack Miller said he is con-
cerned that the new courthouse might 
just move economic activity from one 
area to another.

“People have been saying this will have 
a positive economic impact on down-
town, but it’s just moving everything to a 
new neighborhood,” said Miller. “Things 
may grow up around that area, but what’s 
going to happen to the area around the 
old courthouses?” 

According to Jeff Giffen, communica-
tions advisor with Infrastructure Ontario, 
the old courthouses on Pinnacle Street 
and Victoria Avenue will become vacant 
as a result of the consolidation.

“The old courthouses are currently 
being leased by the Government of On-
tario from their respective landlords. As 
part of the consolidation process the old 
locations will become vacant as their 
leases end. What happens next is up 
to the discretion of the landlords,” said 

Giffen.
The construction of the courthouse 

began in July of 2011 and is expected to 
finish this June. Over the course of the 
construction there have been more than 
250 people working at any one time. Mo-
hammed Saleh, the owner and operator 
of Super Duper Confectionary on Bridge 
Street West, said he has already experi-
enced an increase in business because of 
the construction.

“We have already seen an increase 
in business coming to us from the con-
struction workers,” said Saleh. “We are 
looking forward to the future. It’s more 
people coming to this area, more cus-
tomers. It will be good, especially down-
town. It’s dead downtown. This will give 
it a boost.”

Most of the development in the area in 
the last 50 years has been across the river 
in the downtown core. Locals are hoping 

that the construction of the courthouse 
will lead to further development and be 
a turning point for the Coleman Street 
neighborhood.

Sarah Taylor, bartender at Vic’s Place 
on Bridge Street West, said she hopes the 
area will be further developed. “The Cole-
man block definitely needs to be cleaned 
up. It’s quite a mess.”

“The courthouse is the most significant 
development I’ve seen in the neighbor-

hood since I opened the store 38 years 
ago,” said Saleh. “All the property values in 
the neighborhood are going to go up,” he 
added.

Roberto said he expects the area to 
continue to develop.  “We’ve been told 
that there will be new developments, new 
buildings and new offices around the 
area. We need to be ready for it because 
we are in a prime location for that,” said 
Roberto.

Courthouse could bring business boon

Family concert part of lineup of Family Day activities

By Sandra Kielback

Family Day weekend is fast approach-
ing and many families are trying to find 
something to do. 

There are many events happening all 
over the Quinte region this Family Day 
Long weekend.

The Belleville Public Library is hosting 
a family concert on Feb. 16, called Head 
in the Clouds. Head in the Clouds is a in-
teractive musical show for a younger au-
dience put on by the library and the Ca-

nadian Federation of University Women 
(CFUW). This is the sixth year that the 
library and the CFUW have worked to-
gether to put on family friendly show in 
Belleville. 

“These performances are very popu-
lar. Families with young children really 
enjoy them,” said coordinator of chil-
dren’s, youth and readers’ services Soy-
oung Lee.

Tickets are $5; children under 2 are 
free. There are two shows, one at 11 a.m. 
and one at 1:30 p.m. Contact the Bel-
leville Public Library for more informa-
tion at 613-968-6731.

On Feb., 16 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. the 
Cabin Fever Craft Show will be held at 
the Strathcona Arena in Napanee. The 
event is in support of the Salvation Army 
and donations will be accepted at the 

door. You can find many local vendors 
selling unique products. Contact Brad 
Smith at 613-354-8946 for more infor-
mation. 

The Brighton Speedway is having 
its second race as part of Winterfest 
2013. Races start at 11 a.m., some of 
the events include four-wheeling, ice 
bikes, and amateur snowmobiling. Ad-
mission is $10, and free for those 10 
years old and under. Call the Brighton 
Speedway at 613-475-1102 for more 
information. 

Starting Saturday, Feb. 16, the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 99 is having 
a dinner and a dance starting at 5:30 
p.m. Cocktails will be served before 
dinner until 6:30 p.m. when a dinner of 
roast beef with all the trimmings will be 
served.  The Shadows, a local band that 

plays 50’s, 60’s and 70’s era rock and roll, 
will be providing the music for the night. 
Call 613-968-9053 for more information.

The last event on Saturday is a per-
formance by Myles Goodwyn and April 
Wine at the Empire Theatre in Belleville. 
The show starts at 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$39.95 plus tax. This tour will continue 
until April. 

Family Day Monday will provide lots 
of fun unless you want to go shopping. 
The Quinte Mall will be closed Feb. 18. 
Some stores in the complex will be open 
including Boston Pizza, Denny’s, East 
Side Mario’s, Galaxy Cinemas, GoodLife 
Fitness, Lone Star Texas Grill, Montana’s, 
Shoppers Drug Mart, Starbucks. 

At Art For Everyone! in Trenton 
there will be a Family Day of Creativ-
ity between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. You will 

have the chance to decorate silly hats, 
create family trees, have your family 
portrait taken, decorate picture frames, 
and much more. Cost for this event is  
$10 plus tax per person. Art For Every-
one! is relatively new, opening in June 
of 2012. 

 “There aren’t many things going on in 
the community because it is a holiday so 
we are hoping it will be more of a suc-
cess,” said Rachel Comeau.

Contact Rachel at rachel@artforev-
eryonetrenton.com or at 613-955-1001. 

There will also be free skating in the 
Tweed area; one free hot chocolate or 
coffee per person will be given out. 

The Quinte Sports and Wellness Cen-
ter will be having public skating on Sat-
urday through Monday as well as swim-
ming throughout the weekend. 

Job fair offers students some job connection options

By Tijana Martin

Loyalist College’s cafeteria had more 
options for students to choose from this 
past Thursday.

The college hosted the 16th annual 
career fair in the cafeteria and gymna-
sium on Feb. 7.

The fair gave current students and 
alumni a chance to meet with approxi-
mately 80 exhibitors, including post-
secondary institutions. 

“The career fair is all about connect-
ing our students and graduates with 
employers in their field. We have about 
80 employers here on campus from all 
over the place, some of them have come 
from as far as out west,” said Francine 
Short Loyalist employment and career 
advisor.

The area was filled with pamphlets 
and free goodies in hopes of gathering 
some attention to the exhibitors’ booths.

Some students wore their best attire, 
hoping to network, make a good first 
impression and hoping to find what 
jobs were available.

“ I’m looking to see what’s out there, 
and what’s available for jobs and place-
ment,” said Rana Newcombe 1st year 
recreation and leisure services student. 

“In addition to helping job seekers, 
the event benefits employers who may 
be looking for new talent to join their 
team. Leveraging the remarkable capac-
ity of our learners, ‘the Loyalist Con-
nection’ makes a significant difference 
to the quality of life of our extended 
community every day,” said Loyalist 
President Maureen Piercy in a news re-
lease. 

Short said she hopes that Loyalist 
students and upcoming grads can find 
employment, whether it is part-time or 
full-time, an internship or a placement.

“It’s an opportunity for students to 
network and gain knowledge about 

their field and chat with employers, and 
find out what’s happening out there in 
the real world and help get them ready 
for their career,” said Short.

She said they aim for anywhere be-
tween 80-100 employers to attend the 

fair.
Short said “Every year we certainly 

strive to make it better. We always look 
at our employer and student feedback, 
and see what the comments are and see 
what we can change.”

Employers get chance
to look for new talent
to join their companies

Family-friendly concert
at Belleville library
an interactive musical
for young audience

View Photojournalist Alicia 
Wynter’s multi-media pre-
sentation on the Stirling 
Groundhog Fest held last 
weekend.
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