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Air Cadet Jacob Wood stands guard for his first time at a candlelight vigil for Remembrance Day at the Trenton Cenotaph, Trenton, on Sunday before the memorial parade and service the following 
day. For more photos, see page 4.  
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Quinte West firefighters respond to a house fire at 881 Fish and Game Club Rd. shortly before 6 p.m. Monday.  The fire was said to have originated in an unat-
tended wood stove.  No injuries were reported.

Remembering with pride

By Joel Watson

The cold rainy day didn’t stop the citizens 
of Belleville from attending the annual 
Remembrance Day ceremony Monday. 

The large crowd of people stood 
around the cenotaph with pride for over 
an hour, paying their respects to the many 
Canadians that have served and died for 
their country.  

“It was amazing,” said Ron Leeming, a 
long-time resident of Belleville.   “Really 
impressed with how many people showed 
up, especially a lot of kids too, which is 
really something.” 

Many young people attended the cer-
emony from different schools around 
Belleville, paying their respects to those 
who have fallen. 

“I still say that kids should be off school, 
and Remembrance Day should be a holi-
day but there is still good youth in there,” 

said Bruce Stewart, worker for the Army 
Navy and Airforce Veterans (ANAF) and 
a member of the colour guard. 

The event started with an introduction 
by master of ceremonies Andy Ander-
son, chairman of the Belleville Veterans’ 
Council. 

  “Today we honour those who died 
and those who have survived, some who 
suffered severe wounds to mind or body 
then and during the many conflicts since. 

“We will remember them.” 
It was then followed by the playing of 

the national anthem, performed by the 
band of the Belleville Sea Cadet Corps, 
and the colour party raised their flags. 

Padre Ralph Collins of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, said the opening 
prayer before the playing of the Last 
Post, performed by Kelly Dixon, and 
the Piper’s Lament, performed by 
James Weasels.    

Rev. John Flindall, padre of the Hast-
ings and Prince Edward Regiment, talked 
about the history of the Prince Edward 
and Hastings County regiment, starting 
from its amalgamation in 1856, to the 
landing of the regiment in Sicily, Italy on 
Nov. 11, 1943.  

Capt. William Patterson, padre of 

ANAF Unit 201, followed with a message 
that focused on the meaning of the word 
“cenotaph.”

“In the English dictionary, the word 
cenotaph could go further in its descrip-
tion,” said Findall. 

“A monument honouring soldiers 
who died in war. When we read a defi-
nition of cenotaph in a dictionary as 
a monument in honour of persons or 
a group of persons whose remains are 
elsewhere (because) many soldiers never 
came home again.”   Patterson also read 
the famous Canadian poem, In Flanders 

Fields. 
At Remembrance Day ceremonies, 

wreaths are usually placed one at a time. 
However, due to the the miserable weather 
this week, most of the wreaths were placed 
and announced in groups of three or four.  
Local politicians Daryl Kramp, MP for 
Prince Edward-Hastings, and Todd 
Smith, MPP for Prince Edward-Hastings, 
each spoke briefly at the ceremony. Both 
Smith and Kramp talked about the in-
volvement of the youth that attended the 
ceremony on the cold day.  

“Its amazing to look out and see so 
many young people here as well,” said 
Smith. 

“You are our future, you are the future 
to generations to come. You really have a 
responsibility as a key to honouring our 
veterans’ legacy,” said Kramp.    

The ceremony was concluded with 
Rev. Peter Bartlett, padre of the 418 
RCAF Association, giving the benedic-
tion followed by God Save the Queen. 
The colour party was followed by the 
rest of the participants, including vet-
erans, active members of the Canadian 
Forces and cadets who marched down 
Station Street to begin the Remembrance 
Day parade. 

By Mandy Larade

This was a weekend marked with sig-
nificance for all lovers of science fiction, 
fantasy, anime, manga, and comics in the 
Quinte area. The first Mini Con was held 
in Belleville on Saturday and Sunday at 
the Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre.

The weekend, inspired by other bigger 
Comic Cons, included many merchan-
dise stands, artists displaying their work, 
discussion panels, costume contests, and 
even a game room.

Organizer Gabrielle Wilson said she 
was excited that the event was finally hap-
pening in Belleville. The idea to have a 
Comic Con here came from a friend say-
ing that Belleville was a “no-man’s land” 
in terms of Cons.

“We’re between Toronto and Ottawa, 
and there’s nothing between Oshawa and 
Ottawa (when it comes to Comic Cons),” 
Wilson said.

Wilson has been personally interested 
in the Comic Con scene since 2008. She 
said that having this convention in Bel-
leville will also help the community see 
what it’s all about and to be able to form a 
better opinion of the comicon scene.

“I’m hoping people who aren’t into this 
kind of thing get a better opinion of it be-
cause I’ve seen ‘normal’ people’s opinions 
of Cons and cosplayers and it doesn’t look 
very good.”

Wilson said she believes that hold-
ing these conventions will contribute to 
boosting the local economy.

“I’m also hoping that with out-of-town-
ers coming in, it’ll help the local economy 
too because the hotels and gas stations –
they need help.”

Participants came in costume, dressed 
up as a characters from various anime, 
manga, sci-fi, and fantasy shows or books. 
Some decided to make their costumes 
while others purchased costumes to 
achieve the perfect look.

Besides all of the dress up, those attend-
ing saw this event as a social gathering.

Michelle Kloostra, who is from the 
Quinte area, dressed up as the character 
Loki from The Avengers. Kloostra said 
she was excited to be able to go to a con 
in Belleville.

“I like meeting everybody and seeing 
all the different costumes,” Kloostra said

One of Kloostra’s friends, Kayla Du-
quette, came from Toronto dressed up as 
Jean Kirstein from the Japanese manga, 
Attack of Titan.

“I go to any Con that I’m able to go to. I 
like shopping. I like taking pictures,” Du-
quette said.

The Quinte Mini Con boasted out-of-
town guests, including the Youtube fa-
mous character, Dr. Holocaust, played by 
Conal MacBeth.

                           ...See Com Con, page 3
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