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Air Cadet Jacob Wood stands guard for his first time at a candlelight vigil for Remembrance Day at the Trenton Cenotaph, Trenton, on Sunday before the memorial parade and service the following 
day. For more photos, see page 4.  

Photo by Bradley Ruszkowski

Quinte West firefighters respond to a house fire at 881 Fish and Game Club Rd. shortly before 6 p.m. Monday.  The fire was said to have originated in an unat-
tended wood stove.  No injuries were reported.

Remembering with pride

By Joel Watson

The cold rainy day didn’t stop the citizens 
of Belleville from attending the annual 
Remembrance Day ceremony Monday. 

The large crowd of people stood 
around the cenotaph with pride for over 
an hour, paying their respects to the many 
Canadians that have served and died for 
their country.  

“It was amazing,” said Ron Leeming, a 
long-time resident of Belleville.   “Really 
impressed with how many people showed 
up, especially a lot of kids too, which is 
really something.” 

Many young people attended the cer-
emony from different schools around 
Belleville, paying their respects to those 
who have fallen. 

“I still say that kids should be off school, 
and Remembrance Day should be a holi-
day but there is still good youth in there,” 

said Bruce Stewart, worker for the Army 
Navy and Airforce Veterans (ANAF) and 
a member of the colour guard. 

The event started with an introduction 
by master of ceremonies Andy Ander-
son, chairman of the Belleville Veterans’ 
Council. 

  “Today we honour those who died 
and those who have survived, some who 
suffered severe wounds to mind or body 
then and during the many conflicts since. 

“We will remember them.” 
It was then followed by the playing of 

the national anthem, performed by the 
band of the Belleville Sea Cadet Corps, 
and the colour party raised their flags. 

Padre Ralph Collins of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, said the opening 
prayer before the playing of the Last 
Post, performed by Kelly Dixon, and 
the Piper’s Lament, performed by 
James Weasels.    

Rev. John Flindall, padre of the Hast-
ings and Prince Edward Regiment, talked 
about the history of the Prince Edward 
and Hastings County regiment, starting 
from its amalgamation in 1856, to the 
landing of the regiment in Sicily, Italy on 
Nov. 11, 1943.  

Capt. William Patterson, padre of 

ANAF Unit 201, followed with a message 
that focused on the meaning of the word 
“cenotaph.”

“In the English dictionary, the word 
cenotaph could go further in its descrip-
tion,” said Findall. 

“A monument honouring soldiers 
who died in war. When we read a defi-
nition of cenotaph in a dictionary as 
a monument in honour of persons or 
a group of persons whose remains are 
elsewhere (because) many soldiers never 
came home again.”   Patterson also read 
the famous Canadian poem, In Flanders 

Fields. 
At Remembrance Day ceremonies, 

wreaths are usually placed one at a time. 
However, due to the the miserable weather 
this week, most of the wreaths were placed 
and announced in groups of three or four.  
Local politicians Daryl Kramp, MP for 
Prince Edward-Hastings, and Todd 
Smith, MPP for Prince Edward-Hastings, 
each spoke briefly at the ceremony. Both 
Smith and Kramp talked about the in-
volvement of the youth that attended the 
ceremony on the cold day.  

“Its amazing to look out and see so 
many young people here as well,” said 
Smith. 

“You are our future, you are the future 
to generations to come. You really have a 
responsibility as a key to honouring our 
veterans’ legacy,” said Kramp.    

The ceremony was concluded with 
Rev. Peter Bartlett, padre of the 418 
RCAF Association, giving the benedic-
tion followed by God Save the Queen. 
The colour party was followed by the 
rest of the participants, including vet-
erans, active members of the Canadian 
Forces and cadets who marched down 
Station Street to begin the Remembrance 
Day parade. 

By Mandy Larade

This was a weekend marked with sig-
nificance for all lovers of science fiction, 
fantasy, anime, manga, and comics in the 
Quinte area. The first Mini Con was held 
in Belleville on Saturday and Sunday at 
the Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre.

The weekend, inspired by other bigger 
Comic Cons, included many merchan-
dise stands, artists displaying their work, 
discussion panels, costume contests, and 
even a game room.

Organizer Gabrielle Wilson said she 
was excited that the event was finally hap-
pening in Belleville. The idea to have a 
Comic Con here came from a friend say-
ing that Belleville was a “no-man’s land” 
in terms of Cons.

“We’re between Toronto and Ottawa, 
and there’s nothing between Oshawa and 
Ottawa (when it comes to Comic Cons),” 
Wilson said.

Wilson has been personally interested 
in the Comic Con scene since 2008. She 
said that having this convention in Bel-
leville will also help the community see 
what it’s all about and to be able to form a 
better opinion of the comicon scene.

“I’m hoping people who aren’t into this 
kind of thing get a better opinion of it be-
cause I’ve seen ‘normal’ people’s opinions 
of Cons and cosplayers and it doesn’t look 
very good.”

Wilson said she believes that hold-
ing these conventions will contribute to 
boosting the local economy.

“I’m also hoping that with out-of-town-
ers coming in, it’ll help the local economy 
too because the hotels and gas stations –
they need help.”

Participants came in costume, dressed 
up as a characters from various anime, 
manga, sci-fi, and fantasy shows or books. 
Some decided to make their costumes 
while others purchased costumes to 
achieve the perfect look.

Besides all of the dress up, those attend-
ing saw this event as a social gathering.

Michelle Kloostra, who is from the 
Quinte area, dressed up as the character 
Loki from The Avengers. Kloostra said 
she was excited to be able to go to a con 
in Belleville.

“I like meeting everybody and seeing 
all the different costumes,” Kloostra said

One of Kloostra’s friends, Kayla Du-
quette, came from Toronto dressed up as 
Jean Kirstein from the Japanese manga, 
Attack of Titan.

“I go to any Con that I’m able to go to. I 
like shopping. I like taking pictures,” Du-
quette said.

The Quinte Mini Con boasted out-of-
town guests, including the Youtube fa-
mous character, Dr. Holocaust, played by 
Conal MacBeth.

                           ...See Com Con, page 3

 ‘Today we honour those 
who died and those who 
have survived, some 
who suffered severe 
wounds to mind or body 
then and during the 
many conflicts since.’
Veterans’ Council chairman Andy 

Anderson

Cold, rainy day
doesn’t stop participants
from taking part
in Nov. 11 ceremony

Belleville
welcomes
Mini Con
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By Hannah Yoon

Veterans are often thought of as soldiers on the 
front lines of battle, but both Lt. Col. (Ret.) Chris 
Colton and his wife Maj. Michelle “Micky” served 
on a different frontline: in the air.

Both are officially retired but the couple is still 
active with the Canadian Air Force in Trenton. 
Colton is the executive director at the National 
Air Force Museum of Canada while Micky is a 
reservist and works as a flight dispatcher for the 
424 Transport and Rescue Squadron at the CFB 
Trenton. 

Retiring at the military’s requirement age of 55 
was too early for Colton. After spending 36 years 
in the Air Force, Colton said he felt there was a lot 
more left in him to do. In 2002, a friend retired 
as executive director at the museum and Colton 
jumped at the opportunity to tackle that role. 

“Realizing I couldn’t stay home and do nothing 
and got very bored, this job opened up and it was 
a natural for me. It’s something I enjoy doing,” 
Colton said, reflecting on his time at the museum.

Having picked up a love for airplanes as a boy, 
Colton joined the Royal Canadian Air Cadets 
when he was 14, which paved the path for his fu-
ture. At 16, he received his private pilot’s licence 
through the Air Cadet program. Instead of going 
to university after high school, Colton decided 
the Air Force was best suited for him. Making the 
decision to be a military pilot turned out to be 
exactly what he wanted. 

“At the time, I felt I was more inclined to want 
to do something a little different. By different I 
mean, not just fly airplanes, but fly them to loca-
tions and do things that were different than just 
flying between Toronto and Montreal every day. 
It seemed to me to be there would be more of a 
variety of things I could do in an aviation envi-
ronment if I joined the military.” 

Colton worked in Qatar, Kuwait and Austra-
lia, holding various command positions, includ-
ing commander for the Airlift Task Force for 
the C-131 Hercules. The Hercules allowed him 
to participate in a variety of operations such as 
UN operations, peacekeeping operations and co-
alition forces. After a year in retirement, Colton 

sought out ways to stay involved with the Air 
Force. 

“It keeps me very active and interested. It keeps 
me close to the Air Force, which I love. I still fly. I 
love taking people for rides. I like taking a person 
up who has never flown before. It’s always won-
derful to see their face and hear all the ‘wows.’ 
This is a job I enjoy doing.” 

His love and passion for airplanes and flying 
did not get in the way of his marriage. Lucky for 
Chris, Micky, 55, also had a strong passion for fly-
ing. 

Originally from Kitchener, Ont., she first dis-
covered her love of flying airplanes when she re-
ceived a free flying lesson when she was 18 years 
old. After that first lesson, she hasn’t stopped fly-
ing.

 “I got hooked. It’s kind of one of those things 
that get into your blood; it’s like an insect bite. But 
then I ran out of money.”

She decided the best thing for her to do if she 
wanted to keep flying would be to join the Air 
Force. Micky became one of the first women in 
1980 to go through the aircrew selection in To-
ronto. She is the only Canadian woman to reach 
the 5,000-hour benchmark in the C-130 Hercu-
les. The day after she retired in 2011, Micky went 
straight back to work as a reservist,dispatching 
flights for the Trenton Search and Rescue Re-
gion. 

Although they are both retired veterans, they 
are still very involved with the Air Force and can’t 
imagine their life any other way. Colton often 
reflects on Canada’s war history because of the 
people he works with, the visitors he meets and 
the artifacts he sees every day. 

“Being in this particular job, I’m reminded 
every day of that. All I have to do is go out and 
look at the aircraft that’s displayed here and re-
mind me that the Halifax bomber was part of the 
war.  We’re remembering Canada’s aviation his-
tory and that to me every day is November the 
11th,” he said. 

As Remembrance Day is a time to reflect on 
freedom and peace, the Coltons’ commitment to 
flying is their symbolic way of advocating free-
dom in Canada. 
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Ray Henry, age 89, a Second World War veteran, one of the Canadian Army’s “liberators” of Europe, sits at the back of St. John’s Anglican Church Bowmanville 
where he attends on Sundays.   Private Henry served with the Canadian Army’s 2nd Division. 

By Justin Greaves

What the war took from him, his faith 
and the church helped rebuild.

Ray Henry, age 89, a Second World 
War veteran, one of the Canadian Army’s 
“liberators” of Europe, suffered much in 
his service to his country. Private Henry 
served with the 93rd platoon of the 2nd 
Division of the Canadian Army. Henry’s 
unit was reinforcement for the Maisso-
neuve Regiment three months after the 
Normandy “D-Day” Invasion in 1944.  In 
six month’s service overseas, Henry would 
be deaf and hospitalized for his nerves. 

Henry first joined the army when he 
was 17. 

“I lied about my age, and I wasn’t the 
only one. There was one fellow that was 
only 14  and tried to pass for 18. He was 
sent home,” said Henry.

 As part of his first deployment in Eu-
rope, Henry fought for liberation through 
France, Belgium and Germany across the 
Rhine River.

Henry recalled the love the people of 
Holland showed to him and other Cana-
dians.  Whether it was food you needed 
or a place to stay, the people of Holland 
would graciously give it to you. He talked 
about the Catholic services in the fields 
that he loved so much. But the people 
there suffered a great deal before they 
were saved. 

“The Holland people were dragged into 
the German army; either you went or you 
were killed.” He paused and added, “I saw 
one prisoner of war camp near Nijme-
gan. You could see the blood on the wall 
smeared at places. It wasn’t something 
you like to see. Those people really suf-
fered.”

But just as the people of Holland suf-
fered, so did Henry.  He lost his hearing 
during battle because of  his position as 
number one for an anti-tank gun.

”I was right close to the firing pins, 
and the blast kept hitting my ears, which 

I didn’t have no plugs in my ears.” Henry 
demonstrates with his hand how hard the 
sound would blast against his ear each 
time the gunshot.

These acts of war, the killing, made 
Henry ashamed, he said, even though he 
knew he shouldn’t be. He knew he was 

just following the orders of his superiors. 
After losing significant hearing in both 

ears, Henry began to have nervous break-
downs. He went to six different hospitals, 
three in England, Belgium and Holland. 
The war ended while Henry was in the hos-
pital.  His memory of the celebrations was  

muted by his own challenges. “There was a 
point where I was very low. I drank a lot.”

Henry has been dealing with these 
memories his entire life.  But he said it was 
his faith that brought him back to light. 

Through the church and different bible 
studies Henry began to rebuild his life.

“I learned that we are human beings, 
and we do make mistakes,” said Henry. 

“At the time of war, I respected the 
Catholic Church, but now I’m very fond of 
this (Anglican) church.“ I am on the side 
of God, and it makes me feel good. I am 
very proud to be a member of this church.”

By Anica James

All cadet units, whether they are sea, land or air, are 
expected to sell poppies in support of veterans every 
year before Remembrance Day. 

“What I like to do here is bring in veterans – par-
ticularly naval veterans – and have them share their 
stories and experiences from wars,” said Lt. John 
Lilje, commanding officer at the Royal Canadian Sea 
Cadet Corps Quinte. “You would think that teenagers 
would lose interest, but you’d be surprised.”

A number of the sea cadets, like Lilje himself, 
come from a military background because of their 
parents’ involvement in the military, but a lot of them 
get involved just because they want to. 

Of the 64 sea ca-
dets at the Belleville 
branch, 58 of them 
took part in the 
ceremony on Mon-
day. The ones who 
didn’t were already 
committed to doing 
something in school 
on Monday that was 
Remembrance Day 
related, wearing 
their cadet uniform.

“There is definite-
ly a different feeling 
amongst the popu-
lation today about 
Remembrance Day,” 
Lilje said. “When I 
was a youth growing 

up, we still had many relatives that had served in Ko-
rea and had served in Second World War. And even 
First World War. Now there are few and far between. 
I think that what has brought interest to our youth 
now is our connection with peacekeeping.” 

Every year, on the morning of Nov. 11, the sea ca-
det unit meets at the branch office located at 16 Front 
St. South in Belleville to prepare themselves for the 
Remembrance Day parade and ceremony. Then, as a 
group, they march to the Belleville Armoury, where 
they meet with members of the air cadets and army 
cadets, as well as veterans and members of the police 
force and fire department, before marching together 
down to the cenotaph located on Station Street. 

“This particular unit has always donated money to 
the local legion, directly to the veterans through the 
poppy fund,” explained Lilje. “Not only do the cadets 
spend several hours leading up to Remembrance Day 
collecting money for the fund, but their families also 
donate money to hit a particular goal.” 

In the few years that Lilje has been with the RCSCC 
Quinte, the cadet unit never had difficulty achieving 
the financial goal that they set.  

“This year our goal is $1,100,” Lilje stated. “It is some-
thing that the cadets can see that goes into direct support 
for the veterans. They are interested in knowing where 
the money goes to because not everyone can see it.”

A portion of the money collected goes towards the 
wreath that they received from the Legion, which two 
of the cadets, who were randomly selected, placed 
on the cenotaph at the ceremony. The other portion 
goes directly into the Poppy Fund, which includes the 
Veterans Food Bank, transportation costs and health-
care costs for veterans as well. 

This year also marks the 85th anniversary for the 
RCSCC Quinte, who were granted the Freedom of the 
City to celebrate their 85 years of service to the devel-
opment of youth in the Belleville and Quinte area. The 
cadet unit will be hosting a celebration at their Front 
Street South location on Nov. 28. 

Couple continues to 
play role in military
after their retirement

(Top) Lt. Col. (Ret.) Chris Colton, the executive director of the National Air Museum of Canada, stands with 
the Halifax, Mark VII, an aircraft in service from 1940 to 1947. Photo by Hannah Yoon

Major Michelle “Micky” Colton is shown in the C-130 Hercules at the National Air Museum of Canada. Photo 
by Christopher King

Church helps veteran in recovery

Photo by Hannah Yoon

Lt. John Lilje, command-
ing officers at the Royal 
Canadian Sea Cadet Corps 
Quinte.

Sea cadets take part in sale of poppies

Second World War veteran
faced many tribulations
as a result of acts of war

Cadet commanding officer
helps young people understand
the purpose of Remembrance Day
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With nine years of interest in the 
Comic Con scene, MacBeth started his 
creation of Dr. Holocaust in 2008. Mac-
Beth explained that the idea behind his 
character was to show the villain’s side 
of the story. He added this desire to tell 

the villain’s side of the story stems from 
his childhood while watching cartoons, 
such as the Care Bears.

“How did Noheart become Noheart? 
There’s a story there! It was always so 
much more interesting to me as a kid 
than watching the Care Bears walk 
around and talk about sharing,” Mac-
Beth said.

MacBeth spends his time writing, 
filming and producing his own episodes 

of Dr. Holocaust in his own home. Af-
ter failing to find an artist who could 
illustrate his character for an affordable 
price, people began to encourage him to 
post videos. It has since snowballed and 
he currently has 1,454 subscribers to his 
Youtube channel.

“People have been enjoying it, and I 
love making them,” MacBeth said.

He said hopes to be able to do this 
kind of work full-time in the future, and 

realizes that it will take time and effort.
“If I can generate enough revenue 

from this...that’s the dream.”
Other guests included artists Dan 

Day and Tim Snyder. Day has worked 
for many famous productions such as 
Marvel, DC, Renegade Press, Magic the 
Gathering, Dungeons and Dragons, and 
many others.   Snyder’s work has been 
seen on CBS, PBS, Playhouse Disney, 
Teletoon and Family Channel.

Photo by Mandy Larade

 The Original Cat Woman and The Riddler share a kiss at the first Quinte Mini Con in Belleville this weekend at the Quinte Sports and Wellness Centre. The mar-
ried couple, Keri & Robby Charming, are from the Quinte area. This is the third Comic Con they’ve attended together. 

Com Con…
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Mandy Larade

 Conal MacBeth, otherwise known as “Dr. Holocaust” in the Comic Con scene, at the Quinte 
Mini Con with his homemade costume. MacBeth and has become well known through 
Youtube and at various Comic Cons in the Ontario area.  

Photo by Mandy Larade

Camille Gray and Rachelle Dowin are shown in costume as 
Sakura & Naruto from the popular anime series “Naruto” at 
the Quinte Mini Con in Belleville on Saturday.

By Matthew Desouza

Putting yourself on the front line for war 
requires some serious bravery. Strapping 
yourself inside a plane and fighting a war 
from several miles up almost sounds sui-
cidal. But Robert Graham knew exactly 
what he was getting himself into when he 
enlisted with RCAF at the age of 18. 

Born in Toronto, Ont., Graham had a 
regular upbringing as an only child. At 
the age of 18, Graham signed up with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force to serve his 
country. 

“Things were pretty grim for the em-
pire in the United States. We had been 
defeated in Singapore, Hong Kong and 
North Africa. All the men were joining 
up at that time.” Training to become an 
aviation navigator at Pearson airport in 
Toronto, Graham spent the year of 1943 
earning his pilot licence and preparing for 
service. 

“Young men coast to coast were joining 
up. You could train in British Columbia, 
Alberta, all over the country. It brought 
Canada together, and there was a lot of 
pride that we could do it, and Canada did 
it!” 

Once training was done, Graham was 

commissioned as a navigation officer, 
and would make his way overseas in the 
spring of 1944. 

Flying mostly under the cover of night, 
pilot navigators kept busy. Every trip was 
full of danger. 

“You could tell when things would heat 
up. You’d hear the guns and sometimes 
you’d hear the shrapnel hitting the plane.” 

As dangerous as the missions were, the 
most dangerous and daring one was soon 
to come. 

“We were getting ready to take off 
when one of the engines wasn’t working 
so well, so we had to take a spare air-
plane. The spare airplane had been just 
all rigged up with new motors and new 
radar. As we were flying down England, 
the main navigation equipment went on 
fire. 

“We put that out, and carried on. We 
got to the coast of France and I knew I was 
on time and on target. All of a sudden the 
other radar set stopped dead. It ceased. 
We didn’t have any navigation tools. 

”We then got caught in a thunder-
storm. It was terrible. We come out of 
the storm, and I wasn’t quite sure where 
we were at all. We flew around and 
around and around and we didn’t see 
anything.”

As if the situation wasn’t bad enough, 
things soon got worse. 

”Then the Germans started dropping 
fighter flares. The flares would try and 

catch the planes in the silhouette. At 
this time, the pilot said we should return 
home asking,  ‘Can you give me a course 
for home?’

“‘I can’t give you a course for home, I 
don’t know where we are to start with.’

 “Flying west towards the coast, we 
were still lost. We kept going and would 
duck into the clouds any time a fighter 

flare would come down. Finally we come 
across a coastline, and I send out an SOS. 
They send back a fix on the location and 
I couldn’t believe it. We were on the Ger-
man side of the Zuider Zee. We had been 
flying around northern Germany all by 
ourselves!” 

Making it out unscathed, Graham fin-
ished his tour in April 1945. Having com-

pleted 30 missions with the RCAF, it was 
time to head back home to Toronto. Get-
ting geared up and ready to head over to 
Japan, the war then ended.

A quiet life would resume for Graham, 
where he was to remarry his public school 
girlfriend and became the father of two 
children. 

In 1960, the move was made from To-
ronto to Belleville where he would work 
for Bell as an engineering manager for 
the next 42 years. A very dangerous form 
of skin cancer would soon have Gra-
ham down, but not out. After some very 
rough treatment, the cancer was finally 
beaten. 

Retirement from Bell would mean a 
quiet easy life for Graham and his wife in 
Belleville. Moving into the Quinte Gar-
dens home, a retirement residence, Gra-
ham is now serving as president of the 
residents’ council. 

Spending as much time he came with 
family and friends, he is also an active 
member of the Rotary Club. 

With the RCAF association, Graham 
keeps in touch with other active members 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force and en-
joys getting together and having a good 
time at meetings and at legion gatherings. 

For this 89-year-old vet, life has been full 
of excitement and accomplishment. From 
his days serving for his country, to his now 
quiet life, it’s fair to say Graham has been 
around the block. Or rather the world. 

By Samantha Quinn 

As the nation prepared for the 95th annual 
Remembrance Day ceremony, celebrating 
the end of the First World War in 1918, Wal-
lace Watson recalled  his own days during the 
war.

When Watson was a young man, he 
decided to enlist in 
the Canadian Armed 
Forces on Oct. 16, 
1943. Because his fa-
ther had been a part 
of the fight at Vimy 
Ridge during the First 
World War, as well as 
a brother and sister in 
the Air Force, he de-
cided to follow in his 
family’s footsteps.

After basic train-
ing at Base Borden 
in Barrie, Ont., Wat-
son was shipped to 
England and became 
apart of the SD&G (Stortmont, Dundas & 
Glengarry Highlanders). 

This regiment was one of the first to 
touch down at Juno Beach on June 6, 
1944, sinking the ship outside of shore, 
causing many of the men on the ship to 
drown before reaching the battle.

At the young age of 19, Watson pushed  
through the waist-deep water, 100 yards 
from shore, with the many other young 
men who all had chills up their spines as 
they watched their own and the enemy 
dying in battle ahead of them. 

One of the many things Watson remem-
bers from the war is Juno Beach. Watson 
was one of the Canadians to be a part of D-
Day. He is one of the many who survived, 
but not without being wounded. Watson 
watched as he struggled for his own life as 
his comrades faces quickly began disap-
pearing into the depths of the ocean, be-
ing pulled down by the weight of their gear. 
Many of the men who made it onto shore 
were weaponless against their enemies. 

At the end of the war, towns every-
where in Europe went crazy, radios filled 
with voices announcing the end of the war 
and soldiers throwing down their weap-
ons for the last time. 

At the time it was announced, Watson 
was out of town in the camps with his regi-
ment, unaware of what was happening. He 
and an officer were in a jeep, suspecting 
they were lost when they arrived in Em-
den, a town hear Dutch/German border. 

They saw German soldiers everywhere, 
clutching their weapons in their laps, ex-
pecting  a battle. Suddenly, several Ger-
man soldiers ran towards the jeep, hands 
waving in the air, turning over their weap-
ons, and yelling, “War over!” 

Throughout all of the bad moments 
and the heartbreak Watson saw during 
the war, an unexpected night as chaper-
one to a rollerskating rink changed ev-
erything for him. When Watson’s brother, 
James Watson, was unable to make a blind 
date, Watson decided to go instead so the 
young woman wouldn’t feel stood up.

Things took an unexpected twist for the 
best, which ended with Watson and Esther 
Liddle, his future wife, staying together af-
ter the war. Liddle moved to Canada a year 
after Watson returned from war. 

Wallace Watson and Esther Liddle 
were together for 64 years of marriage 
surrounded by family in Barrie, Ont, un-
til Liddle passed away in the fall of 2011 
from Alzheimer’s disease. 

“My grandma and grandpa were per-
fect for each other. They found each other 
during a very tough time in the world, but 
managed to stay together through all of 
that with love,” says Carrie Dixon, Wat-
son’s granddaughter.

“I love my grandfather with all of my 
heart. To many, he is a brave war hero, but 
to me, he’s much more than that. He is a 
gentle man that put me to sleep at night as a 
child. He was the one that was always there. 
He’s my own type of hero,” says Dixon. This 
Remembrance Day, Watson attended the 
Army Navy Airforce Club in Barrie, Ont. 
for their Remembrance Day ceremony, lay-
ing a wreath for his fellow soldiers. 

Photo by Matthew Desouza

World War Two veteran Robert Graham enlisted with the RCAF at the age of 
18 and was commissioned as a navigation officer.

World War Two 
veteran 
Wallace 
Watson

Enlistment
a family tradition

Plenty of scary moments for wartime navigator
Veteran took part
in 30 missions
with the RCAF
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Veterans march away from the National War Memorial in downtown Ottawa following the conclusion of Remembrance Day ceremonies. The hundreds of people gathered downtown cheered and 
clapped to express their thanks to the veterans, who braved the snow and cold to march proudly through the streets of the nation’s capital. 

Photo by Amanda Cheung

(Left) A veteran offers his umbrella to Gus Cormier, a 
resident of Cobourg, during the Remembrance Day 
service there. Despite the rain, there were still many 
who attended. 

Photo by Johnathan King

(Above) Royal Canadian Mounted Police march past 
the National War Memorial in Ottawa, during the an-
nual Remembrance Day ceremony. 

Photo by Lacy Gillott

(Above) Veterans and Belleville residents gathered at Memo-
rial Park on Station Street and stood proud in the pouring rain, 
remembering the fallen soldiers who served Canada. 

Photo by Jonathan King

(Right) Veterans march past the National War Memorial in Ot-
tawa, Ontario during the Remembrance Day ceremony in the 
nation’s capital. 

A time to Remember
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