Page B4 - The Pioneer - February 13,2014 IN FO CUS The Pioneer - February 13,2014 - Page B4

LOVE & UNDERSTANDING

Sean Bennett and jenna Watt signing | love you.

By Jessica Campbell Watt and Bennett have overcome many obstacles and challenges in
their relationship, with communication being the biggest challenge.
Bennett said the hearing culture is a lot different from deaf culture. In

Jenna Watt, 19, and Sean Bennett, 21, have been together for a year and a

htag.1 T{ley rlr.lett at kl;osyalist. Cé)llefge (ilu]ring aIDowtn With Webster concert When they fi rst got together, ?earing cultur}el:, (}fetoplli are more clolsed V\Zihentspe(tlall;ints(g}.1 They ciion’ft gin{e
at the Loyalist pub. Sean is deaf and Jenna is not. . . o use as much detail because people understand by the sound of their
When Watt met Bennett, she didn’t know sign language at all. Ben- they communicated by using voices. In deaf culture, everyone is a lot more open because they have to
logether. The more she s Bennet spent e togethet and gt 10 know their cell phones and com- ey ar talking about, e g o anundersanduba
one another, the more they fell for each other. puters, Bennett was very patient with Watt, but admitted he did get frustrat-
Bennett taught Watt all the sign language she knows. When they first ed at times when he couldn’t understand why Watt couldn’t understand
got together,.they Fommunicated by using their cell phones and com- things. He would forget that sh§ didn’t know as much as he does. .
puters}.l The fllést thing Vrlatt hadl ctloblea}r;f was thei'lalpha;bet because w(l;z;lt— | k]enna ang Sean alie an alrcxlla;lzmg cl;)uplf1 and thliy }fllave sﬁrugg%e; just
ever she couldn’t sign, she would be able to spell out for Bennett and he ike any other couple could have, but they work through it. They’re
would show her the sign for that word. strong, they’re understanding, they’re patient and most of all, they love

each other.
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Top: Watt and Bennett make a pasta dinner together.

Bottom: Watt and Bennett at the Shark Tank Pub.

Top: Watt tries to get Bennett'’s attention by waving at him while he watches the hockey game.

Bottom: In Bennett’s spare time, he teaches his roommates, friends, family and girlfriend sign language.
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