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Lega l ize it!
Story and Photos by Michele Weisz

Matthew Oliver cleans some of the bongs at Toronto’s Vapor Central on Wednesday Nov. 5, 2014. Oliver is a bartender at the busy downtown lounge. The lounge,  which serves snack food and drinks 
instead of alcohol, and rents bongs and other paraphernalia to its customers.          

Ben Reaburn stands behind the bar Tuesday Nov. 11, 2014 at Vapor Social. He 
co-owns the College Street marijuana lounge with his girlfriend. 

Artwork by the owners of Kensington market’s Roach-o-Rama 
cafe on Sunday Nov. 9, 2014. 

Ivan Del Rio roles a homemade marijuana joint at To-
ronto’s  Vapor Social on Sunday Nov. 9, 2014. 

Shawn Parker relaxes at Toronto’s Vapor Central on Wednes-
day Nov. 5, 2014. Parker is a regular patron of the lounge. 

Michael Bone uses a bong to smoke marijuana at Yonge Street’s Vapor Central in 
Toronto Tuesday Nov. 11, 2014. 

Logan Besai relaxes at Vapor Central lounge in downtown Toronto Wednesday Nov. 5, 2014. The lounge 
caters to people over the age of 18 who prefer smoking marijuana in a social environment

In  O c tob er  2 0 1 4 ,  a l m o st  ex a c t l y  a  ye ar  b e -
fore  C an a d i an s  are  s e t  to  vote  i n  a  fe d er a l 
e l e c t i on ,  t h e  C entre  for  Ad d i c t i on  an d 
Ment a l  He a lt h  ( C A M H ) ,  C an a d a’s  l ar g -
e st  m ent a l  h e a lt h  an d  a d d i c t i on  te a c h i ng 
h o spit a l ,  m a d e  a  s t atem ent  re g ard i ng  on e 
of  t h e  up c om i ng  e l e c t i on’s  m o st  h ot l y  d e -
b ate d  topi c s .  It  c a l l e d  for  t h e  l e g a l i z at i on 
of  m ar i ju an a  i n  C an a d a . 

    Ac c ord i ng  to  C B C ’s  web site ,  t h e  s t ate -
m ent  w a s  “ l au d e d  over w h el m i ng l y  by  C B C 
Toronto  re a d er s .”

   S om e  of  t h o s e  re a d er s  are  c u stom er s 
of  Toronto’s  m any  v ap or  l ou ng e s .  T h e s e 
l ou ng e s  c ater  to  p e opl e  over  t h e  a g e  of  1 8 
w h o  prefer  to  u s e  m ar i ju an a  i n  a  s o c i a l 
s e tt i ng  am ong  t h ei r  p e er s .  O n  any  g i ven 
d ay  or  n i g ht ,  t h e  l ou ng e s  are  f i l l e d  w it h 
p e opl e  of  e ver y  r a c e ,  f i n an c i a l  b a c k -
g rou n d  an d  a g e.  S om e  u s e  m ar i ju an a  for 
m e d i c i n a l  pu r p o s e s  but  d o  n ot  h ave  a 
l i c en s e ,  w h i l e  ot h er s  u s e  i t  s i mpl y  a s  a 
m e an s  to  re l a x  af ter  a  l ong  d ay.  T h e  on e 
t h i ng  t h e y  s e em  to  h ave  i n  c om m on  i s  t h at 
t h e y  a l l  b e l i e ve  t h at  m ar i ju an a  sh ou l d  b e 
l e g a l i z e d.

   In  an  ar t i c l e  publ i sh e d  i n  Janu ar y  i n 
t h e  Toronto  St ar,  re p or ter  Is ab el  Te oton i o 
s t ate d  t h at  “ i n  C an a d a ,  publ i c  supp or t  for 
t h e  l e g a l i z at i on  of  m ar i ju an a  h a s  n e ver 
b e en  h i g h er.” 

  A  re c ent  opi n i on  p ol l  c on du c te d  for  t h e 
fe d er a l  g over n m ent  sh owe d  t h at  m ore 
t h an  two - t h i rd s  of  C an a d i an s  w ant  m ar i -
ju an a  l aws  c h ang e d,  w it h  3 7 . 3  p erc ent  of 
t h o s e  p ol l e d  s ay i ng  m ar i ju an a  sh ou l d  b e 
c ompl e te l y  l e g a l i z e d  an d  3 3 . 4  p erc ent  s ay -
i ng  t h at  m ar i ju an a  sh ou l d  b e  d e c r i m i n a l -
i z e d  re su lt i ng  i n  f i n e s  i n ste a d  of  c r i m i -
n a l  re c ord s  for  t h o s e  p o s s e s s i ng  sm a l l 
am ou nt s  of  m ar i ju an a . 

  C A M H  i s  re g ard e d  i n  C an a d a  w it h  re ver-
en c e  an d  t i m e  w i l l  te l l  i f  i t s  s t atem ent 
m a k e s  any  s i g n i f i c ant  i mp a c t  on  t h o s e 
opp o s e d  to  t h e  l e g a l i z at i on  of  m ar i ju an a . 
Re g ard l e s s ,  i t  c ontr ibute s  to  t h e  ong oi ng 
d eb ate  ab out  w h e t h er  m ar i ju an a  sh ou l d 
b e  l e g a l i z e d  i n  C an a d a  an d  w h e t h er  t h e 
opi n i on s  of  t h e  fe d er a l  p ar ty  l e a d er s  w i l l 
s w ay  voter s  c om e  e l e c t i on  t i m e.   

    Pau l  L e w i n ,  a  Toronto - b a s e d  l aw yer  an d 
vo c a l  m ar i ju an a  a d vo c ate  i s  opti m i st i c 
t h at  t h e  l aw  i n  C an a d a  w i l l  s o on  c h ang e. 
“I  k n ow  t h i s  i s  a l l  g oi ng  to  b e  a  h or r ibl e 
b l ot  on  ou r  h i stor y  1 0  ye ar s  f rom  n ow. 
T h i s  w i l l  b e  an ot h er  on e  of  t h e s e  t h i ng s ; 
‘rem emb er  w h en  you  went  to  j a i l  for  t h i s ? ’ 
An d  s o  i t  s e em s  s o  w rong ,”  h e  s ays .

For  m ore  ph oto s  v i s i t  http : / / w w w. m i c h el e -
wei s z . c om / m ar i ju an a - g a l l er y # 0

http://www.micheleweisz.com/marijuana-gallery#0 
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