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Lancer forward Tangye Seymour (left) collides with Colts midfielder Kate Voyame in a battle for the ball during the game on Wednesday. The Lancers fell 2-0 to
Centennial in the last game of Loyalist’s season.

Post-season
dreams
dashed for
women’s

soccer

Team defeated
2-0 in Wednesday game
against Centennial Colts

By Taylor Renkema

The Loyalist Women’s soccer team knew
they had a lot on the line heading into
Wednesday night’s game.

With their post-season dreams hanging
in the balance, the Lancers lost 2-0 to the
Centennial Colts.

Lancers captain Stephanie Turk thought
the refereeing could have been better.

“I didn’t agree with some of his calls,
but what can you do?” she said. “The ref
makes all the decisions, it's not like you
can tell him what he can and can’t do,
right? So, unfortunately, that’s just the way
it goes”

It was a “win and you’re in” situation
for the Lancers, and the loss means Loyal-
ist just misses out on the last playoff spot
in the East Division. Turk says it’s tricky
keeping her teammates calm, cool and
collected when the game gets rough.

Whitehead agreed, adding its up to the
ref to keep things under control.

“It’s rough soccer;” he said. “There’s no
doubt about it, there’s a lot of hard tackles
on both sides. I wouldn’t say one team is
worse then the other, but the referee tried
to keep control of things”

Whitehead said he also thought the ref-
ereeing seemed to be skewed, but said it’s
up to the players to win the game and put
the ball in the net.

Heading into the game, the Lancers
had one win, three losses and three tied
games. One of those draws was against
Algonquin, which is one of the top teams
in the league. Whitehead said despite the
loss, the team has improved since last
season.

“Overall, it’s the best season we've had
in about seven years, since we made the
playoffs last time, and I really thought we
were going to make it in tonight. Playing
at home field and the support we got from
everybody was really fantastic”

Secondary and college
students get support
to help them

improve performance

By Amanda Lorbetski

Belleville secondary and college students
are taking advantage of math support ser-
vices and are improving their classroom
performance.

EQAO statistics show that roughly
one-third of Hastings and Prince Edward
District School Board’s Grade six students
worked at a level three or above in math.
This compares to just over 50 per cent
of applied and 82 per cent of academic
Grade nine math students achieving that
result.

About 50 per cent of Algonquin and
Lakeshore Catholic District School
Board’s Grade six and nine applied stu-
dents worked at least at a level three in
EQAO. Eight-six per cent of Grade nine
academic students achieved the same lev-
els.

Jeffrey Richardson is a teacher and the
current math and business head at Quinte
Secondary School. He is also the former
Hastings and Prince Edward District
School Board math curriculum coordi-
nator. He said the results, at least for his
school, are deceiving.

“We have a philosophy in our depart-
ment of really trying to get kids to work
at the highest level where they can be suc-
cessful, so that it opens as many pathways
for them (as possible). So for instance,
we have a lot of students trying in our ap-
plied pathway;” said Richardson. “At other
schools, the students would be in the lo-
cally-developed pathway. It has an impact
on our results a little bit, but were okay
with that”

Richardson said EQAO recently began
publishing cohort data, which tracks indi-
vidual student test scores in Grades three,
six and nine. He said he felt this tool al-
lows teachers to tailor the math curricu-
lum to students’ abilities.

In his department, math is a hands-on
experience. Algebra tiles, linking cubes,
smartphones, smart boards and tablets
are incorporated into the classroom

He said that students would graduate

high school better prepared if financial
literacy was covered in math.

York University and Seneca College
released the joint York-Seneca College
Mathematics Project in 2011.

This report was prepared for the On-
tario Ministry of Education as well as the
Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges
and Universities. It examined math’s role
in the education system.

Two Grade 12 math courses for col-
lege preparation offered in Ontario high
schools are MAP4C (foundations for col-
lege mathematics) and MCT4C (math-
ematics for college technology.) The first
is a general math course while the sec-
ond is tailored towards those planning to
study the trades in college.

“Many more students came to college
with MAP4C than MCT4C in Grade 12
but their achievement was lower overall,”
said the report.

“So, part of the reason for that is there’s
a really good course in high school called
math for college technology, but it’s not
required by college programs,” said Rich-
ardson. “Because it's not mandatory, a lot
of kids don’t take it and therefore they’re
not as prepared as they should be for the
college program.”

Catherine O’Rourke is Loyalist Col-
lege’s director of Student Success Services
at the Belleville campus.

“I think that we want to keep our cours-
es accessible to all students of all ages, and
as a result of that, we would not make that
a prerequisite,” said O’Rourke.

The goal of many college students is to
earn a job following graduation.

O’Rourke said that Loyalist College’s
support services are unique in Canada.
She said having numeracy skills contrib-
utes to a higher quality of life, as they are
necessary in any field of work.

“Well, I think that if you are looking at
applying yourself into a specific area of
employment, it’s critical that you have the
confidence to use numeracy skills in your
job,” said O’Rourke. “I think that will en-
hance your success.”

The recent economic downturn in-
fluenced Rusty Downey to return to the
classroom after 30 years in the workforce.
He is a carpenter, now in his first year of
Loyalist College’s architectural technol-
ogy program.

Downey participated in the college’s
math refresher boot camp this past sum-
mer.

Strategies for math success
equal student achievement
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First-year practical nursing student Taylor Simpson gets math assistance from tutor Jeremy Patenaude, in Loyalist Col-
lege’s peer tutoring and academic skills centre.

The program is for students looking to
update their numeracy skills. It is geared
towards those starting a math-based pro-
gram in September.

On Downey’s initial pre-test, he scored
about 60 per cent. Within one week, he
earned a 91 per cent on the same assessment.

The course’s entrance fee was $50.

“I would have paid 10 times that
amount just to get that knowledge and
that comfort level to come back into col-
lege again,” said Downey.

“I highly recommend anyone who's
even remotely nervous to attend the boot
camp,” said Downey. “Whether it’s math,

English, anyone we take. It’s highly re-
warding and it gives you that comfort
level to coming back into college”

Jeremy Patenaude is a first-year nurs-
ing degree student. In addition, he is a tu-
tor in Loyalist College’s peer tutoring and
academic skills centre.

“So, the reason that the services here
are so good is because regardless of your
skill level with math or whatever you’re
getting help with, tutoring in, there’s al-
ways going to be somebody who's got that
extra edge, so they can assist you,” said
Patenaude.

Jacob Lean and Jon Plumridge both tu-

tor at the college as well.

Lean is a third-year civil engineering
technology student. Plumridge returned to
school and is in his second year of the con-
struction engineering technician program.

Both pointed to the ease of accessing
the college’s academic support services, to
ultimately achieve success.

“If someone else doesn’t quite get the
concept of it, it's great to help them get
it so that you see them the next year and
they’re great at it,” said Lean.

Looking forward, Plumridge said just
how fundamental math is in everyday life.

“It’s not going anywhere”



